Notice of Proposed Rulemaking prepare, and conduct the Census @f570; concerning submissions of com-
by Cross Reference to Agriculture. The text of the temporaryments, Guy Traynor (202) 622-7180 (not
Temporary Regulation regulation T.D. 8854, published on pag¢oll-free numbers).

306, also serves as the text of this pro-
Disclosures of Return posed regulation. SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Information to Officers and

: Wi | i -
Employees of the Department of DATES: Written and electronic com-gaciground

ments and requests for a public hearing

Agripu_lture for Certain must be received by April 3, 2000. Temporary regulations in T.D. 8854
Sta-tls.t.lcal Purposes and Related ) . amend the Procedure and Administratior
Activities ADDRESSES: Send submissions t0geqyjations (26 CFR part 301) relating to

CC:DOM:CORP:R (REG-116704-99),50:ti0n 6103(j)(5). The temporary regula-
REG-116704-99 room 5226 Intemnal Revenue Service, PORqong contain rules relating to the disclo-
7604, Ben Franklin Station, Washingtong ,ye of return information to officers and

AGENCY: Internal Revenue ServicePC 20044. Submissions may be hand deliysmpjoyees of the Department of Agricul-

(IRS), Treasury. ered Monday through Friday between thg,re for certain statistical purposes and re
hours of 8 am. and 5 p.M.gied activities.

ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemak-to: CC:DOM:CORP:R (REG-116704-99), The text of these temporary regulations
ing by cross-reference to temporary reguzourier’s Desk, Internal Revenue Servic%“SO serves as the text of these propose
lations. 1111 Constitution Avenue, NW, WaShing'reguIations. The preamble to the temporan
, , ton, DC. Alternatively, taxpayers may subeqjations explains the temporary regula
SUMMARY: This document provides a it comments electronically via the Interne{io?]S and thess proposed regFl)JIatio);s J
proposed regulation relating to the d'Sby selecting the “Tax Regs” option on the :

closure of return information to officers|pg Home Page, or by submitting comment&xplanation of Provisions
and employees of the Department Of ectly to the IRS Internet site: _
Agriculture for certain statistical pur- http:/Aww.irs.gov/tax_regs/regslist.html. This proposed regulation will allow the

poses and related activities. The pro- IRS to disclose return information to the
posed regulation would permit the IRSFFOR FURTHER INFORMATION CON- Department of Agriculture to structure,
to disclose return information to the De-TACT: Concerning the proposed regulaprepare, and conduct the Census of Agri
partment of Agriculture to structure,tions, Jennifer S. McGinty, (202) 622-culture.


Jack W Wade, Jr.



The disclosure of the specific items o
return information identified in this regu-
lation is necessary in order for the Depar
ment of Agriculture to accurately identify,
locate, and classify, as well as properl
process, information from agricultural
businesses to be surveyed for the statu
rily mandated Census of Agriculture.

Special Analyses

It has been determined that this notic
of proposed rulemaking is not a signifi
cant regulatory action as defined in Exec
utive Order 12866. Therefore, a regule
tory assessment is not required. It hz
also been determined that section 553(
of the Administrative Procedure Act (&
U.S.C. chapter 5) does not apply to the:
regulations, and because these regulatic
do not impose a collection of informatior
on small entities, the Regulatory Flexibil
ity Act (5 U.S.C. chapter 6) does no
apply. Pursuant to section 7805(f) of th
Code, this proposed regulation will be
submitted to the Chief Counsel for Advo
cacy for the Small Business Administra
tion for comment on its impact on smal
businesses.

Comments and Requests for a Public
Hearing

Before this proposed regulation i
adopted as a final regulation, consider:
tion will be given to any electronic and
written comments (a signed original an
eight (8) copies) that are submitted timel
to the Service. Additionally, the Service
and Treasury Department specifically re
guest comments on the clarity of the prc
posed regulation and how it can be mac
easier to understand. All comments wi
be available for public inspection anc
copying. A public hearing may be schec
uled if requested in writing by a persol
that timely submits comments. If a publi
hearing is scheduled, notice of the dat
time, and place for the hearing will be
published in thé-ederal Register

Drafting Information
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is Jennifer S. McGinty, Office of the As-
sistant Chief Counsel (Disclosure Litiga
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