
Announcement 99-6

The IRS Will Permit Electronic
Submission of Forms W-4P, 
W-4S, and W-4V

The Internal Revenue Service will
allow payers to establish a system to elec-
tronically receive Forms W-4P, Withhold-
ing Certificate for Pension or Annuity
Payments, W-4S, Request for Federal In-
come Tax Withholding From Sick Pay,
and  W-4V, Voluntary Withholding Re-
quest.  In general, the electronic system
must meet the requirements described in
paragraphs (1) through (6) below.  In the
next revision of Publication 15-A, Em-
ployer’s Supplemental Tax Guide, the
IRS will reflect the provisions of this an-
nouncement.

For purposes of this announcement,
“payer” refers to a person authorized to
withhold income taxes under section 3402
of the Internal Revenue Code and file an
information return with respect to such
withholdings.  “Payee” refers to the per-
son who receives income from a payer.

Forms W-4P, W-4S, and W-4V

The Internal Revenue Service will
allow payers of pensions or annuities,
sick pay, unemployment compensation,
social security benefits, including social
security equivalent tier 1 railroad retire-
ment benefits, Commodity Credit Corpo-
ration loans, and certain crop disaster
payments, to establish a system for pay-
ees to electronically submit Forms W-4P,
W-4S, and W-4V.  In general, the elec-
tronic system must meet the requirements
described in paragraphs (1) – (6) below.  

Requirements

(1) In general. The electronic system
must ensure that the information received
by the payer is the information sent by the
payee.  The system must document all oc-
casions of user access that result in a sub-
mission.  In addition, the design and oper-
ation of the electronic system, including
access procedures, must make it reason-
ably certain that the person accessing the
system and submitting the Form W-4P,
W-4S, or W-4V is the person identified on
the form.

(2) Same information as on paper
Forms W-4P, W-4S, or W-4V. The elec-
tronic submission must provide the payer
with exactly the same information as the
paper Forms W-4P, W-4S, or W-4V.

(3) Signature requirement. The elec-
tronic submission must be signed with an
electronic signature by the payee whose
name is on the Form W-4P, W-4S, or W-
4V.  The electronic signature must iden-
tify the payee submitting the electronic
form and must authenticate the submis-
sion.  For this purpose, the term “authenti-
cate” has the same meaning as it does
when applied to a written signature on a
paper Form W-4P, W-4S, or W-4V.  An
electronic signature can be in any form
that satisfies the foregoing requirements.
The electronic signature must be the final
entry in the submission.

(4) Copies of electronic Forms W-4P,
W-4S, or W-4V. Upon request by the In-
ternal Revenue Service, the payer must
supply a hard copy of the electronic Form
W-4P, W-4S, or W-4V and a statement
that, to the best of the payer’s knowledge,
the electronic Form W-4P, W-4S, or W-
4V was submitted by the named payee.
The hard copy of the electronic Form W-
4P, W-4S, or W-4V must provide exactly
the same information as, but need not be a
facsimile of, the respective paper form. 

(5) Recordkeeping. Payers who choose
to establish a system to receive electronic
Forms W-4P, W-4S, or W-4V must com-
ply with the applicable recordkeeping re-
quirements.  See Rev. Proc. 98–25, 1998–
11 I.R.B. 7.

(6) Effective date. This announcement
applies to Forms W-4P, W-4S, and W- 4V
submitted electronically by payees on or
after January 25, 1999.

For further information regarding this
announcement, contact Jean Casey of the
Office of the Associate Chief Counsel
(Employee Benefits and Exempt Organi-
zations) at (202)622-6060 (not a toll-free
call).

resident Alien Income Tax Return, con-
tains an error.  Line 2 of the Itemized De-
ductions Worksheet (page 15 of the in-
structions) should read: 

“Enter the total of the amount on
Schedule A, line 8, plus any casualty or
theft losses included on line 16.”
The 1998 Form 1040NR instructions

posted on the IRS Internet web site are
correct. 

Foundations Status of Certain
Organizations

Announcement 99–9
The following organizations have

failed to establish or have been unable to
maintain their status as public charities or
as operating foundations. Accordingly,
grantors and contributors may not, after
this date, rely on previous rulings or des-
ignations in the Cumulative List of Orga-
nizations (Publication 78), or on the pre-
sumption arising from the filing of notices
under section 508(b) of the Code. This
listing does not indicate that the organiza-
tions have lost their status as organiza-
tions described in section 501(c)(3), eligi-
ble to receive deductible contributions.

Former Public Charities. The following
organizations (which have been treated as
organizations that are not private founda-
tions described in section 509(a) of the
Code) are now classified as private foun-
dations:
Childlink International Inc., Chevy

Chase, MD
Children and Family First Inc., Jackson,

MS
Children at Heart Inc., East Brunswick,

NJ
Children-in-Need Center, Milwaukie, OR
Children Inc., Memphis, TN
Children Living With AIDS, Lancaster,

OH
Children of the Future, Chicago, IL
Children of Yahu, Albany, MN
Childrens Advocacy & Treatment Center

in Huntington Inc., Huntington, WV
Childrens Aid Fund Inc., Lakewood, NJ
Childrens Alternative Learning Program,

Rodeo, CA
Childrens Art Studio of Wellesley Inc.,

Wellesley, MA
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