
Weighted Average Interest Rate
Update

Notice 98–26
Notice 88–73 provides guidelines for

determining the weighted average interest
rate and the resulting permissible range of
interest rates used to calculate current lia-
bility for the purpose of the full funding
limitation of § 412(c)(7) of the Internal
Revenue Code as amended by the Om-
nibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1987
and as further amended by the Uruguay
Round Agreements Act, Pub. L. 103–465
(GATT).

The average yield on the 30-year Trea-
sury Constant Maturities for March 1998
is 5.95 percent.

The following rates were determined
for the plan years beginning in the month
shown below.

May 4, 1998 14 1998–18  I.R.B.

90% to 106% 90% to 110%
Weighted Permissible Permissible 

Month Year Average Range Range 
April  1998 6.67 6.00 to 7.07 6.00 to 7.34

Drafting Information

The principal author of this notice is
Donna Prestia of the Employee Plans Di-
vision.  For further information regarding
this notice, call (202) 622-6076 between
2:30 and 3:30 p.m. Eastern time (not a
toll-free number).  Ms. Prestia’s number
is (202) 622-7377 (also not a toll-free
number).

Renewable Electricity
Production Credit, Publication of
Inflation Adjustment Factor and
Reference Prices for Calendar
Year 1998

Notice 98–27

This notice publishes the inflation ad-
justment factor and reference prices for
calendar year 1998 for the renewable
electricity production credit under § 45(a)
of the Internal Revenue Code.  The 1998
inflation adjustment factor and reference
prices are used in determining the avail-
ability of the credit.  The 1998 inflation

adjustment factor and reference prices
apply to calendar year 1998 sales of kilo-
watt-hours of electricity produced in the
United States or a possession thereof from
qualified energy resources.

BACKGROUND

Section 45(a) provides that the renew-
able electricity production credit for any
tax year is an amount equal to the product
of 1.5 cents multiplied by the kilowatt-
hours of specified electricity produced by
the taxpayer and sold to an unrelated per-
son during the tax year.  This electricity
must be produced from qualified energy
resources and at a qualified facility during
the 10-year period beginning on the date
the facility was originally placed in ser-
vice.

Section 45(b)(1) provides that the
amount of the credit determined under 
§ 45(a) is reduced by an amount that bears
the same ratio to the amount of the credit
as (A) the amount by which the reference
price for the calendar year in which the
sale occurs exceeds 8 cents bears to (B) 3
cents.  Under § 45(b)(2), the 1.5 cents in 

§ 45(a) and the 8 cents in § 45(b)(1) are
each adjusted by multiplying the amount
by the inflation adjustment factor for the
calendar year in which the sale occurs.

Section 45(c)(1) defines qualified en-
ergy resources as wind and closed-loop
biomass.  Section 45(c)(3) defines a qual-
ified facility as any facility owned by the
taxpayer that originally is placed in ser-
vice after December 31, 1993 (December
31, 1992, in the case of a facility using
closed-loop biomass to produce electric-
ity), and before July 1, 1999.

Section 45(d)(2)(A) requires the Secre-
tary to determine and publish in the Fed-
eral Register each calendar year the infla-
tion adjustment factor and the reference
prices for the calendar year.  The inflation
adjustment factor and the reference prices
for the 1998 calendar year were published
in the Federal Register on April 1, 1998,
(62 Fed. Reg. 15917).

Section 45(d)(2)(B) defines the infla-
tion adjustment factor for a calendar year
as the fraction the numerator of which is
the GDP implicit price deflator for the
preceding calendar year and the denomi-


