Part IV. Items of General Interest

Extension of Test of Mediation
Procedure for Appeals

Announcement 97-1

SUMMARY: This documem extend the
teg of the mediation procedue se forth
in Annourcement 95-86 1995-41
I.R.B. 27, for an additiond one-year
period beginnirg on Januay 13, 1997.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CON-
TACT: Thoma Carte Louthan Directa,
Office of Dispuie Resolutim and Spe-
cialty Programs Nationd Office Appeals,
(202 401-408 (nat a toll-free number).

EXTENSION OF TEST OF
MEDIATION PROCEDURE FOR
APPEALS

Summary This procedue allows tax-
payers in certan casea tha are already
in the Appeak administratie process
ard tha are not docketel in any court,
to reques mediation of one or more
issues as a dispuk resolutio technique.
Unde the procedure the taxpaye and
Appeak attemp to negotiaé a settle-
ment assistd by an objective and neu-
tral third party who has no authorily to
impos a decision This documemh ex-
tends the ted of the mediation procedure
sa forth in Announcemen95-& for an
additiond one-yea period.

Background Annourcement 95-86
which contairs the procedurs tha tax-
payes may use to reques mediation,
applies to issues in Coordinatel Exami-
nation Progran case assignd to Ap-
peak Tean Chiefs A one-yea ted of
the mediatiln procedue concludel on
Octobe 30, 1996 During this period,
nine requess for mediation were made,
in which four were approved The me-
diation progran is consistet with IRS’
efforts to improwe tax administration,
provide custome servie and reduce
taxpaye burden During the additional
one-yea teg period Appeab will try
mediation in more cass so tha the
progran can be furthe evaluated.

Effectie Date This Announcemen ex-

tends the ted of the mediation procedure
sd forth in Announcemen95-& for an
additiond one-yea period beginnirg on
Januay 13, 1997.

For further information contact Tho-
mas Carte Louthan Directar, Office of
Dispue Resolutim and Specialy Pro-
grams Nationd Office Appeals (202)
401-408 (nat a toll-free number).




